


Diciembre 15, 1934 


Apertura de le Sesion 
-e abre la seton a las 10300 as mi ocupando el es- 
trado el Presidente, Hon, Claro M, Recto. 


SL SR»PRSIDENTE, SB abre la sesion. 


Dispensacion de la lectura dela Lista y 
DHL ACTA 


SR. GRAGEDA, Sr. Presidente. 

EL PRESID NTE, Sre Delegado, 

SRe GRAGEDA, Pido que se dispense la lectura dé 
la lista y del acta, dudose a esta por aprobada, 

SL YRESIDENTH.Si no hay ninguma objecion, asi, 
se aueerda. [MB hubo objecion, ) 


DESPACHO DE 108 ASUNTOS QUE EsTEN SOBRE 
LA MESA DEL SR. PRESIDENTE 


EL PRESIDERTB. Leanse los documentos recibidos. 
SR. SECREPARICs 
PETICION 

Resolution of the Municipal Council of Moncada, 

Tarlac, requesting that a hower rate of 4 salary for 

the members of thd’uture legislature and for the of- 

ficers and employees cof the covermment during the 

Commonwealth be fixed in the constitution. 

(P. No. 186). 

EL PRESIDENTS, To the Comitee on Sponsorship. 

WL SBCRETARIO, Continuacion del estudio del proyecto de 
constitution, 

SL PRESIDENTE, Sefiores Delegadass el Delegado por Manila, 
Hon. Rafael Palna, deseq hacer uso del privilegios de la pri- 


mera hora para expresar sus puntsos de vista sobre su ennicda, 


Hay aleuma objecion? (Silencio). La Mesa no oye ninguna, 


fiene la palabra el Delegado por Manila, Sr. Palm, 
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SRe PALMMA, Sr. Presidente y caballeres de la 
Convencions deseo ante todo dar las Gracias a la Mesa 
y a ia ASamblea por la condescendencia de permitixme ha- 
blar por algun tiempo sobre la emmienda que no tuve la 
oportunidad de defender ante vosotros, porque creia gue 
no se iba a tratar del asunto, 

aeta Ommienda la considero muy cepital para nuestra 
Constitucion. La considero come uno de los ejes sobre 
el cual ha de girar el] funcionamiento de nuestro gobierno 
necusxkza y de la republica mas tarde. Ho me interesa si 
mi idea no eneguentra acogida, pues tengo entendide por el r 
resultado de la votacion que apenas ha habide quianes han voe 
tado por @lla. Mxprese una conviecion y eso es todo le 
que me da valor y aliento para expresar aqui las razones 
por q ue ha presentado é¢sa enmienda, 

quiere invitar la consideracion de los Delegados, en 
primer lugar, hacia ¢1 caracter y el papel que ha de se- 
empéiiax el Jefe Ehecutive de la Hacion. Si nosotros que- 
rems poner un ejecutive que ha de ser un docil instru- 
monte de um partide, que no ha de hacerse superior a las 
convenienci#s de un grupo y que no ha de hacerse superior 
a las conveniencias de un grupo y we ho ha de mirer el 
interes y bienestar de la macion, esta bien, nada mejor 
que el permitir que el ejecutive de la nacion se enzarse 
y se encharque en @) ledo de la politica; pere si quere- 
mos tener un @jeeutive que ha de mirar mas alto, que ha 
de ver ha inspiracion de eu propia sabiduria y ia sabiru- 
ria del pueblo, ereo que # necesario proceder por modo 
indirete y permitir que ls porcion mas escogida del pue- 
blo, la representacion nacional sea quien decida quien 


debe ser el ejefe ejecutive de la nacion. 
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No trato de teorizar ahora, trato de invitar vues- 
tra atencion hacia los hechos de la historia: des de las 
naciones que han adoptade el sistema de eleccion directa 
del ejecutive, son las naciones mas convulsivas, de las 
naciones que han registrado grandes disturbios y denor- 
denes @n @1 curso de su historia. Mexico, es un modele 
de inestabilidads Aleminia, la nacion que ha adobdbade 
este sistema, ha tenido necesidad para el presente 20- 
bierno, pare esealar el poder, fundar un ejercito. Ne 
hay muchas naciones que han adoptado el] sistema de eleo- 
cion directa para el gefe ejecutivo. Y ean es la gsafial 
misma que nes inculea que no hay mucha enbiduria en el] 
metodo de elecir directamente al jefe ejeautive. Core 
quereis que @] jefe ejecutive sea fuerte y no sea debil 
a las solicitaciones de su partido si permiteis que ese 
jefe ejecutivo se mezele en las contiendas menudas de 
la politica ysolicite los votos directos de] Pueble? 
Un hombre, un eandidato que yaya a la arena politica 
tiene que respirar les grandes sabores y cidos de la 
polities, Tiene infinidad de compromisos, por lo dtms 
insignifieantes y menudos. No puede ser de hecho inde- 
pendiente en sus Juicios. Muchas veces tiene que su- 
bordinar sus opiniones y sus decisiones a los dictados 
del partido que le eligie y be llevo al poder. Somos 
todos himanes, somos todos formados de ia arcilla que 
egun la leyenda, ha sido la materia de que ¢1 hombre 
fue creado? no podemos hacernos superior muchas bveces 
a nuestros sentimientos y pasiones, y le que ha odiado 
durante la eleceion a un grupo o @ un hombre, no puede 
de ninguna manera, dispensar justieia despues a es¢ hom- 


bre si se aceren 2 @1 por alem asunto. Bl hombre tiene 


que ser fuerte, tiene que ser independiente para buzear 
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por si mismo el bienestar y la felicidad de todo el pue- 
blo, tiene que ser en muchas vcasiones indepemdiente en 
sus juicios e impavido en sus decisiones; no debe tole 
rar lea interferencias de la politica de partido, sino 
que tiene que hacerse superior a los pequefieces de la 
politica de partido, Si tenemos esta nocion del jefe 
ejecutivo de la nacion y esa es la nocion mas correcta 
que debemos tener del jefe ejecutivo de la nacion, un 
hombre que ha d@ procurar en todo lo posible adminéstrar 
y recomemdar la justicia para todos y no solamente para 
hos hombres de su partido, y si esa es la nocion ye te- 
nemos del jefe ejecutivo, ese inatrmento que nosotros 
disponemos en la constitucion ¢s 2 menos adscuade para 
eligir a unhombre de esas condiciones, 

Registrad la historia, ni en Estados Unidos mismo, 
de donde tomamos ¢] gobierno presidencial, ec hace la 
e@leccion directa por voto popular del ejecutive de la 
nacion,. Js en cierto modo la eleccion indirecta, por me- 
dio de compromisarios. Por que? porgue se trata de ro- 
dear de préstigio a la persona del Jefe de la Nacion, a 
la persona qve ha de representar y coneretar la soberania 
de su pais, y no @s por medio de uma eleccion directa, 
donde lag pasiones bulln y hallen demasiado Sito. lo 
debemos exponer al ejecutivo a las diatribas ¢ inveoti- 
vas de la plebe si quereémos conservar su reputacion pure 
e impaluta del lodo de la politica, Wrancia, una nacion 
que ha sido redical en muchas de las a@eterminaciones de 
su historia ha adoptade y profesado ¢1 sistema que yo tra- 
to de defender, y registrando toda su historia, la lista 
lavea de los presidentes de la Republica Prancesa vereis 
hombres elegidos por la nacion, 6s la ive hae deoidide y 


elecido a cae jefe de la nacione Yo eres gue no hay en 
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ejemplo mas elocuente, como el de Fran- 


toda la historia 
cla, para defender mi enmienda, a fin de 


des convulsiones que de tiempoe en tiempo han de ocasio- 
nar necesariamente una eleecion directa aqui, sobre todo, 
en esta pais, donde la persona del candidate es reguirida 
a presentarse en todas partes, seria fistboamente in- 

posible para el] jefe de la macion préesentarse hasta en 
ios mas remotes varios de nuestre archipelage. Yo he 
tenido @lguna experiencia y tambien vosotros en las ule- 
timis elecciones, La persona del candidate se demandada 
en todas partes, y si eso ha de ocurkr con el gefe de la 
nacion, seria como digo, materialmene imposible para 

h hacer una eampafia en las condiciones que se ecige 

en este paise No hay, por tanto, necesidad, a mi juicio 


de recurrir &€] metodo extremo para elegir al ejecutive 





evitar las gran- 


de la nagionse Nuestra democracia como ¢n otros paises, y née 


cesitamos, desde los primeros momentos del estableci- 
miento de nuestro propio gobierno, adoptar medios que 
no han de conducir a radicalismos a demagogias y & po- 
pulcheraias, Tenemos que llamar la sobriedad y ¢1 séen- 
tido de respansabilidad de nuestro pueblo, y no @s por 
medio de una eleecion directa del éjecutive. Como po- 
demos despertar ese sentido de responsabilidad sebre la 
coneieueia de eu propia nision, si no tuvieramos ¢j an- 
ples en la historia, si no tivieramos resultados désas- 
trosos de este metodo de eleccion que se ha consignado 
en lo eonstitueion? Podriamos probablemente cerrar los 
ojon a la realidad y adoptar esta medida extrema sin 
considereciones de ninguma clases; pero la historia su- 
ministra ejemplos de dos nacionss que han adoptado este 


ye no ha producido mas szios distumtios y des- 


sistem y 
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mdenes al tiempos de las ®lecciones, 





Nosotros somos un 





pueblo joven y tenemos que aprender de la sabiduria de 



























los otros pueblos. No podemos pretender ser superiores, 

como tampoce debemos reconocer que somos inferiores a 

ningun pueble” pero en el metode de la seleccion de les 

medios que debemos emplear para doter a nuestra Republie 

en ds um gobierno estable y la flelicidad de la nacion, Te- 

nemos que librarnos y librar a nuestro jefe ejecutivo de 

las males influencias politicas de partido y no es preci- 
samente haciendole docil instrumento de unm partido como 
podriames conseguir ese resultado. Se podria decir que mukexiark 
este daria lugar a un sistema parlamentario. He oido de 
nigien esta objecionjpero teneis que convenir conmigo 

en que los sistemas de gobierno no tienene en si ninguna 
esencia dé superioridad sobre otro gaistma, pere como de- 
ciamos en tiempo de nuesra juventud cuando ¢studiakamos 
los principbos de la ciencia politica, las formas de go- 
bierno son indiferentes, Para su exito no se necesita 

mas sino gue este adjustado al caracter y al temperamen- 


: to de cada publo. Bajo um& monarquia, se puede tener 


tah suma de felicidad para todo un pueblo como bajo una 
republiegde modo que el sistema y la forma de gobierno 

| son absolutamente indiferentes para los fines mismos de 

un buen gobierno. Bs verad que una republica tiene que 
vontajes sobre una monarquia, porque el pueblo un mongrea 
que tiene propiamente @ la salud y 4 la felicidad de su 
pueblo, puede producir cl mismo resultado de bienestar y 
de felici@éad para su pais en una forma republicana de go- 


birnes. (uiere decir esto que no debdemos temer a hae 
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cor injertos. Total, quien puede decir ye esta bobiers 

no presidential de que estamos tan c@losos en este mo- 
mento, quien puede decir que este sistema presidencial 

ew nuestro? Lo hemos tomado de otra parte, Despues de 

todo, las instituciones que estan agui establecidas no 

son instituciones malayas de nuestros abueloss; son insti- 
tciones que la experiencia nos ha ensefiade y nos ha 
demostrado que son buenas y ue pueden adoptarse para 
nuestra raza. No hay, por tanto, nada dd original, ya 

ge nostors tenemos de un sistmma presidencial otra parte. Es lo 
mejores La sisnteis de tedos las instituciones buenas, 
buenas, que s@ ha demostrado como buenas por la experien- 
Sia de los pueblos, @s lo mejor para nostoros, 

que otra cosa hizo ¢1 Japon? 81 Japon no ha hecho 

mas Que aprender lo mejor de cada sistema y adoptarile 
paea su propie gobierno. Nos les ha importade saber si 

una parte de un sistema es presidencial o una parte es 
parlamentaria, Todo @ goe conviene a la raza &s io mejor 
pare el gobierno. No pretendemos ser originales de 

todo, ya que no se puede invetar nada nuevo bajo ea sol, 
Greo que le que podermos hacer 6s seleccionar lo mejor de 
cada sistema y lo mas apropiado para nuestras condiciones 
y pera nuestra idiosineracia, Por tanto, dige que la ele- 
ccion directa es un paso muy radical, es un salte mortal, 
considerande @1 momento actual. No hemas tenido experein- 
ein togabia de tener un jefe ejecutivo propio. Hemos es~- 
hado sugjugados y jemos tenido siempre jefes ejecutivos 

de distinta raza que la nuestra, Ahora, por primera ves 

se nos da el derecho y la oportunidad de clegir a un ejccut~ 
autivo propio, de nuestra propia carne y sustancia, y, sin 


embeo, la primera cosa que sae nos ocurre 8 Saltar, adop- 


tar le medida mas radical y extema que aun que las demo- 
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cracias mas avansadqs no esta 44 te adoptada. 


quiero invitar la atencion de los sefiores delegados 
hacia @1 hecho de que aunque este sistema de eleccion 
directa perece ger popular, pero esta basado en la poli- 
ica de barrio, Tode el mundo quiere tener intervencion 
en la eleceion del jefe ejecutivo, Debemos pensar mas 
alto y en terminos de la nacion, tener la méjor concien- 
ta de responsabilidad ya que estamos ejerciende por pri- 
mera vez uma funcion dé elegir a un ejecutivo, y ese je- 
fe no debe ser méeramente la hechura de un partido, sine 
que debe ser ah es posible, un hombre que puede querer 
atedo el mndo y puede estar libre de la imposicion pe- 
litica de um partidos que pueda decidir da justicia para 
cad® caso y para cada indiciduo, segun la propia imspira- 
cion de su econeciencia, y no segun les dictados de les ca- 
ciques de un partide; alge, en fin, que representa a la 
nacion entera y que no busque mas, en 61 ejercicio de su 
Cargo, Que @1 cumplimiento de cus deberes sin interferen- 
cia politica, Bs ¢1 motive porque defiende ethe sist ema 
que podremes llamar frances. Nada importa el nombre, pe- 
ro la historia es nuestra mejor testigo, y la historia de 
los erandes presidentes de Francia abunda en ejemplos para 


que merezea ser adoptada por nosotros, 


SR. BAUTISBA, Se Se ha estado hablande de Mejiee, Tenge 
entendide que Mejico, al igual que Filifmas, ha sido un domi- 
nie espafiols per tanto, ¢1 mede de ser mejicane es easi igual 
al modo de ser filipine. Cree Se S- que por esta similitud en 
el modo de ser de ambas naciones las revoluciones ocurridas 
en Mejico con motivo de las elecciones presidenciales pueden 
ocurrir en Fibipinas tambien? 

SRe PALMA, Hay mucha mas mescle de sangre @spaficola en 


Mejico que en Filipinas; Las instituciones espafioles schan 


emapado en la naturalesza de] pucble mejicane ¢n mayor can- 
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tidad que en la nuestra; pero las revoluciones de Mejice por 
cada eleceiém son sifuciente prueba para que nosotros evitemos 
aproximarnos a la situacion mejicana, 

SR. NAVARRO. No es verdad que la estabilidad de las ins- 
tituciones mejieanas se debe a la searparacion de grandes 
haciendas por ciertas indéviduos, princi palmente por les extran- 
jeros y la mayoria de la poblacion mejicana se levanta siemre 
contra eso? 

SR, PALMA, May 


viene y hacen de la nacion mejicana una nacion convulsiva, cons- 


muchas factores que probablemente inter- 


tantemente en desorden, Pero como digo, ese es un factor que 
probablemente agite mucho a Mexico; pero el factor mas princi- 
pal a mi juicio, es el] de la tradicion, ¢1 de la sangre, 
medie 


de su constitucion, procedio a adquirir e¢sas grandes haciendas 


SR, NAVARRO, Desde que 4] pueblo mejicano, por 








desde hace varios afios, esta mas tranquilo, no ha habide cam 
bios o caidas de presidentes, 

SR. PALMA, Puede repetirselos casos, Me parece que eso 
esta en la sangre, 


SR. WAVARRO, Y de alli se puede deducir que las revuel- 


tas mejicanas no se deben a la eleecion directa de su Presidente, 


sino a la miseria en que se encontraba la poblacion majicana, 
debido a la acaparacion de las grandes haciendas, 


Creo que "fifty-fifty" se debe en parted 


en gran parte tam 


SR. PALMA. 
a los factores sociales a economicos; pero 
bien al sistema mismo constitucional que se ha adoptado. 

SR. NAVARRO,S+ Se dijo antes, que es conveniente que no- 
sotros pensamos en terminos de nacion. No Cree SeSe que pre- 


cisamente ese es lo que haremos mediante la eleccion directa 
es decir, gue la poblacion filipina pensare on terminos de 


nacion, eligiende direetamente a su presidente. 


SR. PALMA, NO, porque on las aldeas remotas de nuestra 


archipelago, no 3c peinsa en os4 flormas s@ piensa siempre 


secum los intereses de barrios, y en una provincia, seguk 
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ios intereses de ba provincia es come se juzgen las cues- 
tiones publicas, Eso es natural, Simplemente humano,. El 
homore del barrio no entiende preeisamente de la politica de 
la nacion, simo que juzga las cuestiones publieas con arre- 
slo a los intereses de su propie barrio. No podemos im- 
pedir G30. 

SRe NAVARRO. Se Se tanbien bajo que debemos alejar al | 
ejecutive de la nacion de las luchss partidistas. Cree Ss. S, 
que se podria evitar eso, adoptando la eleecion indirecta? 

Re PALMA, Ne og puede evitar que el] Jefe Ejecutivo 
seq un politico, Sus funciones son esencialmente politicas 
pero mientras yo dige que el debe estar relacionade con la 
policita, debe al propio tiempo estar apartade de las menuden- 
cias de la politica de partido, Un hombre que ha triunfado en una 
una elececion directa, despues de haber recorride todas las pro 
#ncias del archipielago, no puede dejar de sentir oidos, ene- 
mistades heeia las personas que fueron sus enemigos en esa eléce 
ecion v erandes amores para sos favorites,. Naturalemtnet tiene 
que llevar tedo eso peso cuando ejeza las funciones de Jefe 
Ejecutivo,. Grandes amores para los suyos, para los guyos, 
pera los que le han ayudade; grandes cidos para los que no le 
han ayudade, y @l hombre que haya dejado de ayudar, desgra- 
ciadamente, al Jefe-Sjecutive, como va a aceroarse 4 el, 
si siempre pedir husticia conra otra hombre de su propio partido? 

EL PRESIDENTE, pesen ampliacion de tiempo el orador, 

SRe PALAM, He terminado, Srp. President. 

MR. NEPOMUCENO Re. Ar. President, I propose that after 
the word "choose", line 5 of the amendment of Delegate 
nueno, Chieee and sevilla, the following words be inserteds 
“or having ehesem shall have failed to qualify." 

UR, BUBHO,I should like to haw the secretary read the 


ameniment as corrected, secuase there is a elreical error 


in the mimeegraphed copiese 
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L SSCRETARIO, leyendo: 





m im pagina 24, borrese todo lo que aparece de 
de la Xkmmax cifra "(8)" hasta la — ———6 
linca 21, y ¢m su lugar insertese lo siguientes “If, at the 
time fixed for the beginning 6 the term of the President, a 
yvetifent,ehall not have chosen or shell not have qualified, 
the Vie@-rresident shall act ag President until the President 
shall have qualified, but if the President elect have died before 


fixed for the beginning of his texm, the Vice-Pre 




















Lik, NEPOMUCENO,&, Mr. President, in view of the correction 
I withdraw my amendment, { 


UR, SSVILLA, Mr, President I want to register a turn in favor 





of the amendment. 

VR. LIM, Ur. President, I desire to state that I have 
another amendment similar to that and I request the secretary 
to read that amendment, 

a2 y. PRESIDENTE, Hagase constar que el Delegado por Manila, 
Sr] Lim he presentado una enmienda similar, 
Vk, ABORDO, Mr, President, I wovld like to find out the 


opinion of the committee so as to avoid discussion on this 





matter, if it  aceepts that amendment, 





WR, SEVILLA. I want to make it pf record that my amendment 
on page 15 at the bottom of the dfaft is the same as the amdnd- 


ment of Delegate Bueno, 


rer ep ne la i a tcl 


RL PRESIDENTE, Hagase constar que el Delegado por Bulacan, 


ace 
>= 


= —— 


Sr, Seville, es auter de una emmienda similar, Hay alguna otre 
pelezade que haya presentdo alguna enmienda similar? (silencio). 


Tione 1s palabra el] pelegado por Ilcos Note Sr. Bueno. 


SPEECH BY DELEGATE BUENO, 
WR. BUBNO, Mr» President and gentlemen of the Cone 


ventions 


Shioeo and myself filed, seeks to elevate the office of the 


Vice-President as gsontemplated in the dreft by conferring 


upon him the necessary attributes which are commensurate 





The amendment under consideration which Delegate | 
| 
| 


to the dignity and importance of said office. A perusal 





of the draft reveals that the Vice-President nay act only 





in a temporary eapecity should it happen that the President 
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becinning of his term, or when the President elect hap- 
pens to die before the time fixed for the beginning of 
his administration, the draft, however, provides that in 
the event of the removal of the President from office or 
of his death, resignation or inability to discharge the 
powers and duties of said office, the same shall devolve 
on the Vice-President, 

I can very w6@ll understand why in case of death or 
regignation of the President, the Vice-President should 
ast as fréesident, but I fail to understand and follow the 
logic of the draft why the VieePresident elet should not 
be allowed to succeed to the Presidency if it happens that 
the Presidenteelect dies before assuming his office. Mr, 
President, we have here a case where a Vice-President is 
wequired to have the same qualifications as that of a 
¢resident and who is voted upon likethe President, by the 
same electorate, but who, under the disposition of this 
draft, is denied automatic succession to the presidency 
unlese the President resigns or is removed from office or 
unable to perform his duties, To illustrate this peculiar 
situetion let us suppose that at noon to-day the President 
of the Commonwealth is going to be inaugurated but at 
eicht o'clock this morning the president elect was taken 


seriously 111 and died before taking his oath, According 


to the draft, the Viee~ President cannot fill the va- 


eeney, but authorizes the National Assembly instead to 


slect a President,s Now, let us take for granted that the 
P recident-eoceet takes his oath of office at noon to-day, 


. few hours later he is accidentally dies. The Vicse 


President in accordance with the draft wovld succeed the 


Seceased President. Thus, it is seen thet the Viceé-Pre- 


sident cheet whieh this draft disqualifies from sucesed- 
ine the Presidente elect if the latter happens to die be- 


fore 


—— a ag rer 


— _ —— ae 7 =e eS TLS — — — 
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fore his term begins and who, according to some apponents 


of this amendment, may not be of » presidential ealibre, 
suceeds to the presidentil office without eny legal im- 
pediment by virtue of the provisions of the draft. du- 
riowsly enough, the time element and the meaningloss cere- 
money of official investitute in this particular case are 
the prime considerations smd as such it is unthinkabie 
that they should play a decisive part in the determina- 
tion of am orderly aneessssion to the presideney for they 
do not materially add or detract to the cualifieatian 
and @pacity of the vie-president. 

MR. VENTURA. Will the gentleman yield? 

WR, BUBNO. gfter 1 am through. 

(Continuing. ) 4% is my honest bdbief that in as 
muc h as the rviee-president possesses the same cualifi- 
cations as the president, the former without gunecessa- 
ty hindrance, should automatically succesi to the presi- 
dential ehair if te president-elect happens to die be- 
fore assuming his office. Besides, it would ssem to me 
ineonsequectial and mmwise to hold another election and 
subgect the people again to high political truesion when 
they ave elready made their decision and registered their 
will in the pools. When they alected the vice-president 
the electorate were aware of the implications cf their 
vote knowing at all times the fact that the rice-president 
suceeds the president. 

There is fear in certain quarters tht in this prin® 
ciple of automatie succession, the vice-president who may 
mot happen to be inthe same varty 48 the president, may 
reverse the policy of the latter and throw ovt f gear 
the harmony that exist in the administration, While t& 
fear has a basis in fact im cur political practice in 
this country, I have every reeson tc hope thia§sas 


Soon as the eommonwealth government 
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as soon &s the government is inaugurated there may 


appear clearer cleavage among party groups, and affilia- 
tions may ge drawn more defintely; and as we progress 

in political emperience and are more theroughly instruct- 
ed in party gov ernment, the men elevated to the pests of 
president and vice-president will invariably belong to the 
same party. This is another strong argument which supports 
the amendment under eo jsideration for the vice-president, 

in case he succeéés to the Presidengy, will continue the 
policies of his predecessor as both represent the high 
councils of their party. 

With due reppect to the sub-committee of seven, ~* 
beg to state that I am not in conformity with the prog- 
ision of the draft which gives the national Assembly the 
p ower to elect the president should the President elect 
die before the time fixed for his office for this prove 


ision destroys the basie philosophy of the draft--the theory of th 


the separation of powers and the spirit of the presidential 
gpetem. Just the other night, this august body vigorosly 


turned down the amendment of Delegate Palma providing for the ele 


election of the chief Exeeutive by the ational Assembly 
on the ground that it was undemocratic and had the pgavor of 
the parliamentary system. While + believe that there is 


nothing inherently bed cf objectionable to the parliamentary 


system, it is acknowledged that we are committed to adopt 


the presidential tupe with all its imperfections because it | 


is a system whieh we think is suiteble to our needs and in 


line with our politieal experience as 4 people. 
The amendment under consideration intends to elevate 


the dignity of the vice-presidenty which has been misera- 


bly investec of ite prestige and power nd t8 high regard 


which that offiee naturally carry. We should not be sa- 
tisfied and the pawn of an wbserupulous national Assembly, 


for i take it 
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for i take itthat he is a President " in potencia, " and 

as @uch he should be a responsible official clothed with 

the dignity of an exeeutive official and not a mere subds- 

tiute, and should contfibute decisively in carrying out 

the policies of the partyand the administration, 

Forall these reasons, Mr. resident, * submit that 
the amendment under donsideration providing for the auto- 
matic succession of the ‘resident-elect by the vice-presi- 
dent elect, be favorablly considered. 

MR, BOCAR, Mr, “resident, will the gentleman yield ? 


THS PRESIDENT. The gentleman may yield, if he so 
desire@. 

MR. BUENO. Willingly. 

MR, BOCAR. Is it not true that the phibsophy behind 
the er@ebion of the office of vice-president is that the 
vice-president is to asswne the office of the ‘resident in 
ease the President is sick, dies, or is removed form of- 
fice after he has taken oath of office as P resident ? 

VR, BUENO. I do not think that is t e basic philo- 
sovhye the Basie philosophy is the separation of powers to 
remove as far as possible, the posibility of the Jational 
Assemb? intermingling with the election of the President. 

WR, BUCAR. If the president dies before he assumes 
office, or he refuses or fails to qualify under the law, 


and there is no president. « » 0.2 
WR, BUENO, If he faisl to quaify when the vice- 


President, according tony amendment, will act qs Presi- 
dent temporarily umtil the @sident-elect shail have 

wmuhlified, But should the P resident-elect die before 
assuming office the vice-president-elect shall ipso fac- 


to become the president. 
WR. BOCGAR, But is it not anomalous fer the vice- 


president to sueceed to a president who was elected but 


who was not acutally in the office ? 
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Hl, BUENOs IT do jot think it is anomalousl In this 
oarticuler ease, he ig going to aet pending the qualifieca- 
tion of the president, that is, if the president-elect has 
mt qualified, 

UR, VOBTURA, Ms “resident, will the gentleman yeild 7 

THe PRESLDEWT, The gentlewammay yield, if he so de 
WL reds 

Mi, WRHO, Viliingiys 

BX, VENTURA, Suppese the President and the vieeepres- 
ident die Giso at the same tije, or one afte: the other, 
before the beginning of the term of the president. when 
would you propose to be the one acting or to suceeed to 
his position? 

ER, BUERO, I should like to eall the attention of 
the gentleman from liceos “orte that there is. provision 
to thet effect in the dreft, 

Ry VGNTURA, Bop sirg in that case the Sathemal ss- 
sembly will them eleet the successor in Gaze both the ‘rea 
dent ond the wviesepresiéent die, 

MR, BUENO, Agcording to the deeft, the “ational s+ 
gembly shell, by laws provide whe shall sueceed te the 
presidency, or the manner in whieh one whe willact is 
Glected in such © Gace, Im the Waited Sates, if the 
president and the Viee- Predident die, the rule of suceess~ 


dio is ao follows: fizet eomea the 6 eoretary of the State, 


second the SGeerctary of the Treesury, then the Seeretary 
of the War, and 60 9m» The Mitional Acembly may pass 4% simi- 
ar provision to remedy the sitvation you raised, , 

WR, VeETURAe That ie for temprery period only. But 
folaving the fhilesophy of your reasoning, you stated 
that you want te remove the pessibility of person not 
elected by the people directly to hold the office or + ree 
cident im ease the President and the Vice- ‘resident dic 


beofre the 


1 
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before the beginning of the term, ‘Tew, we have to elimi- 





nate from our consideration the order of succeston that 































you have mentioned, for the reason that these heads of 
department do not represent the people, Is it not possi- 
ble also that the ‘resident and the ViceePresident die 





beforethe beginning of the term, in which ease would i 
you not accept an smendment...... i 

WR, BUENO. I think the draft provides for that eon- 
tiengeney, Besbdes, as the example given by the pentle- 
man is extraordinary, the accession must be viewed in 
that same spirit. 

MR, VENTURA, (eh draft only provides that the “stie- 
fal Assembly shall choose or provide for the suceession 
to the office, "Shall by law provide, " it says. But not 
to carry your argument to ite logical conelusion. 

UR, BUEME. I suggest the gentleman to read saction 
8 the latter part of the paragraph, and esection 1 90, 

MR, VENTURA, I say here that in case neither the 
Presigent-elect nor the vice-Preident+Zlect shall have 
wualified atthe beginning of their tersm, the National 
Assembly shall by law provide whe shall thenn act as Pres- 
ident, or the manner in whieh one who is act shall be 
slected, and such person shall act accordingly until the 
President-elect or Vice President elect shall have qua- 
lified. This presupposes that the resident-elect and the 
Viee-President--elect have not died, but for some reason 
or other, they wee sick, that is all, or they were out- 


side of the territory of the Philippines. 
WR, BUENO, That is a very remotecontingency, unless 





there is an epidemic or the President-elect er Vice~ Pre- 
sident arenot sufficiently 4ntersted in their office that 





tey have the counting. 
WR, VENTURA, Bo » sir; that is not & remote possibi- 


lity, 1 will tell you that you would never dream that the 
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premier 6f Franee and the King of Jogoslavia woulda ide at 
the same t me when they were in the same car, There is a 
possibility that the “resident-slect and the Vice- Presi- 
d‘ent-elect @re in the same car and they dic. That is 4 
great possibability, and probability. 
MR, BUGSO, That is carefully provided for in the 
dreft. 
MR. VENTURA. It is not. 
UR, BUENO. Any contimgenoy is carefuly provided 
in the draft. Hy only objection, gentieman from “*lecos 
Norte, is the fact that the Vice-President, ascording to 
the dreft is redueed to a decoratie personality. We 
ts wovld like to elevate te dignity of the Vice- “resident 
of the country into the position which is his due and to 
Give him the right and privilege to occupy the presiden- 
cy automatically upon the desth of the “resident-elect 
_ before the assumption of his office. * think that would 
itive him that dignity that should go with his office, 
WR, VENTURA, My point is this, You did not get 
me, You thouwht TJ am entiely against your amendment, 
In case the resident and the Viee- President die or one 
after the other; but sefore the beginning of the term 
comes that the “ational Assembly,in that contingency, 
Shall have the power to elect the F resident. 
UR, BUBMO. Yes I get your point but 1 say that is 
provided for in Secion 1 0. Section, i think is very clar,. 
MR, VONTURA, It says there, section 1 % page 26, “both 
of the president and Vice~ Fresident, declaring what offi- 
cer shall then act as President, and euch officer shall 
ast accordingly, until the disability be moved, or a 
* nesident shall be elected." * want to add to you amend- 
* 


ment that it be that the Yational Assembly shall then 


blect the President, because you are objecting to the 
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ides of having a Pretdent and by the National Assen 
bly. 

MR, BUENO. Mr, President, I should like to cali 
the attention of the gentleman from “locos Morte that 
his amendment has no dircet bearing to the amendment un- 
der cofisideration for our amendmnt relates to Section 8. 

MR, VENTURA, I would add another possibility of hav- 
ing a President elected ty the ational Assembly in case 
both the Bresident and the Vicee-President die begguning 
2ith the term, amd not as provided by Section LO that the 


Mit onal Assembly shall by law provide or shall then act 


as President. It is only by law, not that they shall 

lect, but that they shall provide byBaw, meaning to 

say that it my be ary head ot the executive department, 
MR, BUENO, That is temporary, pending the election 


of the President. 

MR, VENTURA, Nos my point is not towait for ano- 
ther election, +4 is clostly for the nation to have another 
election when it is not at the betinning of the term. It 
Says here, Sevtion 10, "to provide for a temprary cog- 
tinceney." But what 1 am after is if both President and 
Vice-President die before the term egins, that the /fres- 
ident shall be elected by the “ational Assembly and shall 
=e President shall be elected by the Matiomal Assembly 
and shall be President throughout the term of six years. 
That is the p@t. 

WR. BUENO. That is the reason why lobject, Mr, Prese 
ident because election by the ational Assembly woud be 
parliamentary and we decided to adjust the presidential 
I do mt think that that is part of this amendment 
the amendment either. 


sys tem. 


and 2 do not accept 
THE PRESIDENT. The time of the gentleman has expired. 


— gl ls 
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¢ VENTURA, Mr. *resent, I want to speak for my 


amendmnt e a a 3 " 


Ma, BUENO, Mr. *resident, + think that the amend- 


17— 


ment aS read is just a augestion of style. The basic 
anendmet that we presented is that the wkcepfresident 
shall automatically sueced to the presidency. That is 
esscemtially the principle back of our amendment. It is 
a questiow of style. 

MR. ABORDO, We want to make it known that the pre- 
ce>' now under consideration is not a new thing; it is 
taken verbatim from the “nited gtates' Constitution. 

MR, VINZONS, Mr. ‘resident, the amenduent is for 
the automatic succession of the vice- Preddent. 

EL PREIDENTE. Que dice el comite ? 

MR, SOTTO (FILEMON). Sr, Presidente, este @¢5 im ausme 
to que confieso ha tenido devidide al comite. Desde luego, 
uma maypia del comite he sos tenido el precepte tal como 
apare ¢@ en 61 Draft, Sin Embargo, para la informacion ds 
la Convencion, voy a dar cuenta de los motivos que ha te- 
nido la magria del comite para optar por ¢@1 precepto 
contenido en el drafti Em primer lugar, se ha arguido 
en el comite que oridnariamente, en las eleccionés pre- 
sicdenciales la atencion, eo cuidado, el interes del eise- 


ovado esta coneentrado casi exclusivamente en ¢1 puesto 


toz 
presidente, Bl vicepresidente puele pser um fingura en se- 
gundo terming Y¥ de hecho, en la pract ica, se ha vistao 
jue muchas vec@s, @o pesto de vice-presidenté,usele ser 
objeto de aregios y transacciones en el seno de m pare 
tido, al liegarl el periodo de las nominaciones, Voy a 
llamar la atencion de la convencion al hecho de que el 
preeepto que hoy es objeto de enmjenda, trata preisa- 


mente de aquellos accé@entes ocurridos antes de que el 
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president® haya podido entrr en el ejercico de su ears 


bo, por cualesquiera de las raanas expresadas en el draft. 
En cierto modbd nos hemos inspirado en la ley vigente en 
Filipinas sobre esta materia en cuanto a presidentes munt¢@ 
cipales y viepreidente. Cuando la imhabilidad del 
presidente o la vacancia del presidnte ha ocurtdoe an- 

res de que @] presidente hayap@dide cualificarse como 

tal y asumir el ejercico de su cargo, no existe, real- 
mente, un verdadero presidme y es por eso por que ee] 
vice-presidente no estra automaticamente a desempefiar 


— 


el eargo de presidente. Osa muy distanta ocurre en los 


9] 
casos provistos en 1a Sec. 10 que tratan de eventualida- 

des ocurridas despues que e1 presidente y ¢1 vice-prsiden- 
te se hayan cualificado, im ese caso, es logico que 

una ved vacante por cuauigqr mtivo, temporal y perma- 
nente,el cargo de presidente, aut-matifamente debe sus-~- 
tituirle e] vicepresidente, que para eso ha sido slegido 

or @l elecotrado para sustituir al presidente, 

Estas son as Yrazonews que ha tenido 61 comitd Hl 
Comite no tiene interes por un u otra teoria ¢1 comite. #1 
canite no tiene intere por u u otra teoria. Se ha pedi- 
do al comite la informacion y or lomismo que el comitr 
ha estado ditidido, aunque uma mayoria ha votade por el 
drft, el comite, prefiere hoy dejar al asunt om manos de 
la conventin. 

SR. LIM. Todavir tiene el comite algun inconveniente, 
en vist, de que la enmienda provee a que el vice~presiden- 
te sustituka 2l presidente, que no se haya oubifiecado 
hasta al mismo se cualifique; dé@ manera que la sus titucion 


no @s permanente en su cheater; solamente sutituye per- 


manentementée em easo de que musra, Esta conforme ¢1 comi- 


te con esa emnienda? 
SR, SOTTO (FILEMON(L Bo estoy on disposicion de re- 


unir 
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unir al comite y prefiero adoptar le etit ud que e eomnite 


ha enuneiado,. 

MR. CINCO. Mr. ‘resident, 4 should like te ask 
question to the chariman of the gonsorship comnittee, 
in this section 8, a provisionhas been mde as to the 
case hen the PResident-elect declins to auglify. la- 
acsmuch as + heve baard from the gentleman from Bohol say? 
ing thatthe prineiple sought in that provision is that 
6 the provisione of the acministrative Code. The Adminis- 
trative Goede in the matter provides for an instance 
where the President-elect declines to qualify, and in 
that case, the provincial board pappointe the president- 
elct or the Department of the Interior may order a spe- 
gial eletion to fill the position of the President. 

MR, SOTD(F.). ABiy CBe 

MR. GINCO,But in this section there is no provi- 
sion to this effect that if the President-elect fails 
to auglify » how is the position to be filled ? If the 
Ghaimman does not object, + have presented an qnendment 
but the same has not appeared in the mimeogeph copy of 
the ametidment. 

SR. SOTTO. 4 parrafo a que se refiere el compa- 
hero de la sexcion 8, no QGiere deir preeisamente que e) 
Presidente haya dedinado o haya fracasado, os decir, n0 
hyn podido eualificarse. Ne podemos especificar dema- 
siade en la constineion todos y cada uno de los motivos...,. 

UR, GINGO, But in this case, his failure to qmali- 
fy at the time fixed for the beginning of the tem is 
when the Prefdent difinitely fails to qualify thet the 
pesition becomes permanently diseceupied, 

SR. SOTTO F, A su Seferia se empefia en emplear ¢@1 
verbo “declinar,” y nosotros decimos que no es @s¢ el 


sentido, decimos que cualquier fracaso puede ineurrir 


— — 


en ln iwhabilitscion del presidente para ejercer su Cargo. 
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MR. GLYCO, This provision, if I enact oa reads 


in party a8 foleows: "Seo, 8 If, at the time fixed, 
for the beginning of the term of the #resident, a fres- 
idcnt shall mot have been chosen, or the *resident-elect 
s’all have died, the “ational Agsembgy, by a majority 
wits, shall eétct a _Fesident. fending am election by 
the “ational 4gnembly, the vices President shall not as 
Président. 1f th. ‘resident elect shall have failed to 
qualify at the time fixed for the beginning of hist term, 
thenthe vicesPresidnt shall act as President until 
the «resident shall have qualified, Inese geither the 
Presidenteslect mor the vieec-president elect shall have 
qualified at the betnning of their terms, the Antional 
Assembly, shall be law provide who shall the act ag P re- 
sident, or the manner in whieh one who is te act shall 
be sclected, and auch person shall act accordingly until 
the + resident-elect or vice-President-elect shall have qus- 
lified,” 
I bave come over this section and thre is nothing that 
provides that when the Fresident elect fails to qualifye... 

mR, SOTBO(F,). 1 am serry I oan not ooncur with 
the centlemen from Capiz. There ve threo mbives, ac- 
cording to Seetion 8, which the “ational A ssembly 
Bhall elect 2 President. 

WR. GIcc, The atter part of this section &, reads 
thus: " If the Presidnt@lect shall we @ailed to quali- 
fy at the time fixed for the veginning of his term, then 
te vice-President shall act as President until the /?res- 
ident shall have qualified.“ 

MR, VGXTURA, ur. * reident, gentlemen of the gon- 


vontin: My amendmeat to the amendment of Delegate Sueno 


read as follows: 
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"But if the President-elect and the viese President 


elect shell nave died Before the time fixa for the be- 
ginning of their terms, the Yational Agsembly shall, by 
amajority wote, elect a president.” The objection of 
Delejtec oueno 6 thie amerdmat wa ale orovidd for 
n Section 1. I say it is not. Yor thia reason, that 
Section 10 refers only to @ case of temproary nature, 
that le the Mtion, Asvembly shall prévide by law for 
the case or eremoval, death, or resignation, or both, 
the Fresident and the vice-president may desiznate any 
head of the Axneoutive Department to be -cting President 
until the resident shali have been elected, 

tHE PRSSIDANT, Just for an infomation, gentleman 
from “locos Worte, What will be the affect of the amend- 
mont of Dkegate Chiceo ? 

MR, VGNTURA, I will read the whole amendment. On page 
25, lines 12 to 2l, strike out the three paragraphs 
appearing om said lines nd imsert in lieu thereof the 
following 

“If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term 
of the Fresident, a President shall not have been chosen, 









the VieesFresident shall at as President until the Preg- 


ident wihlhave qualificdes.. 

THS PRESIDENT. Se, you are substituting ghe last 
two lines of the Ghioco amendmant. 

UR. VENTURA, Ys, Mr, Freeident. This is my 
amendment to the amendment:"...But if the President- 
elect and the vice-preident-ehect shall have died be- 
fore thetmw fixed of their tex, the 4ational 4 ssembly 
shall by a majority vote, elect a President. . 

BR. ABORDO, Mre ꝓ resident, is that the amédmektd of 


Delegate Chioco and Buenc? 








— 
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MR. VENT RA, Ye, asi amended by me, 


THE PRESIDENT, May I say the gentleman from “Aecos 
Noite another question ? 
MR. VENTURA, With pleasure, Mr. President. 
THE PRESIDENT, I think your amendment is not cov- 
ere ad by the Chioeo pmendwert. It says. “,...if they shall have 
dicdes«s3 f think it would be better if you raiie your amendment 
later OM. 
ER. VENTURA, I will rasie my anendmeontwhenwe come 
to Sectin 10, 
THE PRESI ENT. Hagase constar, 
SRe VILLARANA. Se residente, on vista de que 
hay mucasénmienda, yo propondiraqgue se dewuelve éstas 
&l1 comite parn compaginar con las otras eniiendas que no 
trata de introducir. 
SR. BUSION, Fracmente no comprendo ya por tan- 
tas enménds. 
EL PRESIDETE, Retlmente hay unas ocho o nueve 
enmiemdas, y ereo que es buena la sugestion del Delgado 
or Bulacan, gue los autores de estas e@nmienda conferen- 
cian con 61 subeomite de Siete pura ve de compginar las 
mismas, a menos u¢ les autores de las otra s smaicndas 
degistan ya de lias migmas, a menos que los autores de las 06 
otras emiendas desitan ya dd la migmas. Hay emiecndas aque 
he vusto gu dice que en @]1 caso de que al presidente no pueda 
ocwar Gl eumo, se sutituira el Seeretario del ‘tnterior 
© @1 sseretrio de Haciendg otcetsra. 
SR. MILLAR. Yo quisiera afiadir adomas que ¢1 sub- 
Comite de Sieé, ya que se trata de deviovera dicho @e- 
to estas emsiendas, que estudio ademas 02 articulo 8 y eb 
artionloe 10 que parece gue esten an contredicion y fela- 


Ciconandoles «atodas lag enmienas que se hanpresentado 


acui y que se determine cual es realwente la idea del ¢0- 
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mite, si en caso de ye el Presidente Fallecicra sw no 
pudicre guacifirears@ss... 
“LER ’SIDSNTS, Shruega al subsomite de site y 

ios autores de las enmiendas ye en la sesion del lumes 
infoomes ® Ja Agamblea si han ilegdo a um acuerdo sobre 
eso Cnmicndas, considerando tambien la peticion del de- 
legudo millar sebre la aparente contradiecion de losci- 
tados articulos. 
SR. JOTTO. Vamos a ver si podemos satisfacer la 


duda del delegado por tayabas, seiior Millar. 
SUSPENSION Di LA SESION 


SEL PRiSIDSNTZ. 31 no hay objecion, ia Mesa sus- 
pendera la sésion por alguns mikmtos. (Ne hubo objecion) 


ran lag 11812 ae me 
} REANUDACION DE LA S&SION 


Se reanuda la sesion. 

MR. ABORDO. Mr, President, we have aireaay ore sished 
an amendment regarding the right 5 presidntial succes- 
sion, and this amendment has already been convurred by 
81 these euthors of ertainmamendmmt subject for con- 
sicderatioms 


THE PRBSLORNT, Will the gebtleman state the new 
amendnent ? 

WR. ABORDO, I reyest the secretary to read it. 

EL PRSSI ENTE, Lea. 

EL SECRETARIO leyendo: 

UR, VINZONS, Mrs *resident, I have presented another 


emendment fer theautematic succession of the vice-presi- 


dent « 
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UR. VENTURA, Sr. “residente, nosotros hemos acor- 
¢ado entes que todas las enmiendas jue ss presenten se 
endorcen al subcomite de sicte,. 

WR, BUBNO, Mr. Fresiant, “ think that the amendment as 
as re@ is just a qusetion eof styoe. The basic amendment 
that we pregeBted is that the Vice- President skall aut oma- 
tically sueceed to the presidency. That is 
essantially the baaia of our ametnduent. It is question 
of style. 

MR. ABORDO.We want to make it known that the pre 
cept now wmdr consideration is not a nev thing; it is 
taken yorbatim from the Unita States Constitution. 

WR, VINZONS, Mr, President, the amendment is for 
the automtie succession of the Viee- President, 


3T, SOTTO (P,). Podemos considcrar esta enmienda 


inoluvende 81 Sy. Vingons eomo uno de los autores. 

WR, CARIN, Mr. *residnt, the amendment of Dele- 
esate Vinzens is an amendmot to Delegate Bueno 's «mend- 
mont, and it shold have been filed hree days before 
the econgideratiog of the amendment . It is a different 
amendment . 

WR. VINZONS, Substantially, it is for the autom- 
tie suecession of the vies-President. 

MWR, SEVITLA, Mr. *resident, I believe that the amend- 
mert of Delecate Vingens is bstantally incorpreted in 


the amendment. 
THR PRest DEFT, Let us vote on this amendrent as 


worded finally. 
wR, yorTurs. Mr. Fresiaert, I want to know whether 


the amendment of Belegate Vingzons is an amendment to the 


a,endvent of Delegate Bueno. 














— — 
* — 








Sid 
EL PRESIDENTE. Tence entendide que tambien la en- 


miendo Bueno ya eta inel ude 

SR, VENTURA, Mi emmenda sobre la muerte del vice- 
Presidnte, esta includa? 

MX. PRESIDENTS, Su eumienda ne esta incorpoerada, 

MR. SEVILLA. Mite ‘resident, 4+ want to knew whether 
the Committee accepts the amendment as cons@lidated, 

MR, SOTTO. Mr. “resident, we leave the matter to 
the Assembly. 

THE PRUSIDET, Wi cam put to a vote this amendment, 

WR, GLNGO. Mrs ‘resident, * think that the matter 
nder consideration is of vital impertanée and we have 
not given time for its consideration this morning, se I 
move tht the déeussion qi this mtter be continued 
next mmorning. 

THE PRSIDENTL If there is any one who sdesires to 
speak in favor or against may do it. 

WR, CINCO. Mr» ‘resident, I move that the discu- 
Sion of this be postponed until Monday. 

THE PRESIDENTL We cannot pestpone because there are 
many important matter in the draft. 

MR, SANTOS, Does it means tht section 8 and 1 © as 
draft ed would be put out and substituted by this amendment 7? 
UR, CLNGO, Mee “resident, + insit on my mothon for 

te postponement until Monday. 
WR, SEVILLA. Mr. resident, we want te make it clear 
that this amendvent doe not in anay way affeet Section 1 0 


of tke drafts 
THE PRESIDENT, It affexets Section 8 only. 


Vk. BUENO. 3 move, My, President,tat we Bhould 


vyote on this amendment. 
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EL PRESIDEMIE, Que dice el Comite sobre esto ? ss 


enmienda abarea @1 articulo 1 oO, 


SR. SOTTO (F.). Nosotros creemes ye la enmienda es 
practicamente la refundieion y arregle de todas las en- 
miendas que se habian presentadol 

EL PRESIDENTE, PSebre los articules 8 y 1 0,? 

SR. SOTTO . A ambos articules afecta. 

EL PRESI DENTE.Quiere decir el comite que una vez 
aprovada eta emmienda desapareceman los articeules 8 y 10? 

SQ, SOTTO (F.). Se refiere osolamnte al articulo i. 

SReLAPAG. Sefior ‘residente, presento la mocion de 
que s@ posponga la discusion de esta enmmienda para el 
lunes, y que se faclitan compias de a enmienda. 

SL PRISIENTBL No hayhmecesidad. Esta enmienda es 
une cefunddeion solamate de las ennienda presentadas, 
quien desea en faver de ila enmienda? 

MR. SEVILLA, Mr. President and gentlemen of the 
con vontin’? The conseolidadted amendment of varies pre- 
ponents of this amendment with respect to section & of 
the dreft fhally agreed on the following amadmentco- 
pied veballyor literally from the United States’ Cons- 
titutim to supplant section 8 of the draft which had 
beon already read to you dy the Secretary of the “asem- 
bly. It is very clear, gentleman, from thewordlings o 
the antidment, that it refers only to the contingency... 
wherein the Preident-elect shall have been disqualified 
@r shell have been chosen or shall have died before he 
hes escmmed pubie oath of ¢€fiece., The other refers to 


the contingeey wherein the Prewident-elect shall have 


been ineapaciteted Sr died afterhas has aswaed his office, 


So that the proposed amendment seeks te amend section 
10. in support of this amenduent, 


3 and not section 











— — ——— 














. £2433 
I want to adduce several reasons which prompted the au- 


thors of the several amendments to adopt the vrovistons 

of the United States Constittion im lieu of the weding 

of the draft as contined in section 8. It must be noted 
gentlenen, that just by a cursory examination of aection 
8 OF THIS DRAPTZTHERE ARE TWO CONTIGENCI’S PROVIDED FOR 
the vacaney of 4 President, namemly, a premanent vacancy 
and a tempragy vacaney. A permanent vacaney oceurs when 

the *resident-elect shall have died beforehe shall have 
assumed the duties of the office, andin sueh a ease , the 
amendment proposé that instead of the Aationa Assembly 
blecting the President, it is the Vice- Presidnt whoshali 
assume the duties of the Office of the President who has 
died. Beeause 1 remember Very distinetly last night, there 
was an amendment presented by Delegate Villanue va to the 
effeet that the President should be elected by the Hation- 
al Assembly instead of by popular Bote, and the Convention 
stands on recore as wanimously turning down that amend- 
ment, ineludiggythe “ub-somittee of seven, 

The purpose of this amendment, Mr. ‘resident and Gen- 
tlemen of the COonvention, is to & separate as far as possi- 
ble the President from the “ational Assembly, 80 as not 
to give a ehanee to the 4ational assmembly to hafe a hand 
in the selection of the President, then why are we giving 
the Viee+Presient elect the right to the dutiesof pres- 
jdent before he dies in the asumption of his offices. 

The second contingency provided for in this amend- 
ment refers to those eases in which a President shall 
Have failed to qmilify for temprary reasonably, as such as 
for example, he shal have failed to auglify because the 
illwmess, in whieh case the vice-Pre@ident élect shaiact 


temporarily until the sresident-elect shall have qualified 


or shal have been chosen finally. 











— — — — 


— — — — 
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. Sea 
3R, SALAZAR (VITRORINO), Sr, Presidente, para algu- 


nas preguntas 21 ordd@oer, 

SL PROSIDSHTS, £l -rador pede contstar, si le place. 

SRe SEVILLA, 31, sefior, 

SR. SALAZAR (VICTORINO). Supongamos que ei Presidente 
elecgo no s@ cubifigque, no jura el cargo, de Acurdo con 
la enmienda de £ Se, @1 vicepresidente electo sube automatica- 
ente a masumir el cargo, Pasan los apos y el vicepresidente 
mo se cuslifica y mucere.,sese 

SRe SEVILLA, Continuara em el ergo e1 viecepresidente 
permanentement¢ como presidente, 

SR, SALAZAR (VICTORINO), Pero la enmiensa de S. 5, 
no Subre esa xogingencia. 

SR ¢ SEVILLA, Si, Se Slile el ultimo parrafo del A rt, 
6&6 vera que esa contignecia esta prevista en la enmienda, 
porgue la Agamblea Jacional proveera la manera como se ha 
de lamar el cargode presidente o vice-presidente , en 
e20 de que mabos mo se cualiifiquen.Z mn ese cao, @1 vice 
presidente elete sustituye. Im viw of the foregoing 
reaons, Mrs President, + request that this amendment be 
voted upon. 

SR,CONFESOR, Sxe Presidente, suscito la cuestioj 
de quorum. 

EL PRUSIDNTE, Hay quorum. 

WR, VINZONS, Mr. *resident, is it understood that 
the amendment of Delegate Aaramara and myself is iglu- 

Ged there? 
The gentleman has herd the amend- 
4¢ tneluded or not ? 


THE PRESIDENT. 
ment as reds What is your pelief, is 

SRe VENTURA. Bata inehda ya mi eumienda alli. 

EL PRESIDENTS. Se va a votar le enniendA. Los que 
digam si. Wma mayoria: si. ) Les que 


wo) Aprobeda. 


esten en fwor, 


esten en contra, digan no. (Una minoria: 







































— — 









MOCION ARTADI. 













Al, ARTADI. Sr, Presidente, pido a reconsideracion 
del acuerdode la convencion sobre mi emmienda em la pa- 
gina 22, ilimea 12, y proponge que se consiéro mi mocion 
en la sesion del “artes, 

EL PRESIDENTE, Hay algum objecion ?(Silencic ). La 
Mesa no oye ninguma, Aprobada. 


LEGANTAM ENTO DE LA SESION, 
EL PRESIDENTE, Si no hay objecion, se levanta ila 
yesion hasta el lunes. 


Gran las “12s a@s Ms 





